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Inlroduclion

This is the work plon for the Woter Policy Interim Committee (WPIC) for the 2011-2012 interim.
This documenl contoins:

. Stoff for the WPIC.

. An explonotion of how the WPIC plons its work.
r f, description of possible study topics ond work plon tosks.
. An interim time line.

Slaff

Joe Kolmon, Reseorch Anolyst
(406) 444-9280 or ikolmon@mt.gov
Helen Thigpen, Attorney

(406) 444-3804 or hthigpen@mt.gov
Todd Everts, Attorney

(406) 444-3747 or leverts@mt.gov
Kevin McCue, Secretory

(406) 444-3064 kmccue@mt.gov

The WPIC wos creoted in 2009 to study woter policy. During the legislotive interim, fhe WPIC
moy focus on the study topics ossigned to it os well os ony woter policy issue.

The WPIC estoblishes o work plon of the beginning of the interim. This is o droft of the work plon.
The droft work plon ond the occomponying motrix ore decision-moking tools to help the
committee set priorities ond decide how ond where to spend the WPIC's limited time ond
resources.

The primory constroints limiting the study ogendo for the interim is the number of issues thot con
be effectively oddressed within the ovoiloble time ond resources of the committee ond stoff.

The odopted work plon is o rood mop forthe 201 1-2012 interim. Stoff will develop detoiled
droft work plons ond timetobles for eoch tosk. A droft time line illustroting the overoll schedule
fhot these work plons will fit into once the meeting schedule ond work plon ore finolized is
presented ot the end of this document.
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Work PIsn Topics

Stotutory Study
The 201 1 Legislolure possed House Bill. No. 602 directing the WPIC to study woter wells fhot ore
exempt from permitting. In brief, the study would include the effect of such wells on existing woter
rights, including the omount of woter consumed, the relotionship to lond use plonning, ond the
obility of senior woter right holders to protect rights ogoinst iunior exempt well rights through the
Prior Appropriotion Doctrine.

With on oppropriotion of $'15,000 specificolly for the exempt well study, it is onticipoted thot
there would be up lo four meetings oround the stote fo gother public comment ond possibly
conduct field tours.

The regulor WPIC meetings in Helenq would include exempt well policy discussions ond other
WPIC business.

DEC SION POINT: The WPIC will hold ot leost two public meefings oufside Heleno in 2Ol2 Io gather
public comment on exernpl well options.

Allocotion ol FTE: .6

Sludv Resolutions
The Legislotive Council did not ossign the committee ony studies in the form of ioint study
resolutions ronked by legislotors following the close of the 201 1 Legisloture.

Woter-Reloled Slqtutory lssues
While the Environmentol Quolity Council retoins oversight of ogencies thot deol with woter os
well os being cited in severol woter-reloted stotutes, the EQC ond the WPIC hove worked
colloborotively in the post to eliminqte duplicotion. In proctice, this meons thot stotutorily-required
reports ore provided to both committees, but presentotions ore mode to only the WPIC.

The EQC duties cited in 85-2-105, MCA, which moy be shored with the WPIC, include:

' Advise the Legisloture on the odequocy of Montono's woter policy.
' Advise lhe Legisloture on importont stote, regionol, notionol, ond internotionol

developments thot offect Monlono's woter resources.

' Oversee policies ond octivities of execufive bronch ogencies ond other stote instifutions
thot offect Montono's woter resources.

. Assisf with interogency coordinotion reloted fo water resources.

' Communicote with the public obout woter policy ond woter resources.

Woter-reloted stotutory duties of the EQC include:

'75'5-313, MCA, requires the DEQ to provide o summory of the stotus of the bose
numeric nutrient stondords, the nutrient stondords vorionces, ond implementotion of those
stondords ond vorionces, including estimoted economic impocts to the EQC. (revised 20.|1, SB
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' 85-l -2O3, MCA, requires the DNRC to submif o copy of the Stote Woter Plon or ony
plon chonges to the EQC. (SB 303, 2009, occeleroted requirements)

' 85- l -621 , MCA, requires the DNRC to submit o bienniol report to the EQC thot
describes the stotus of the Renewoble Resource Gront ond Loon Progrom finonced with funds
from the Resource Indemnity Trust.

' 85-2-281, MCA, requires the Woter Court ond the DNRC to report to the EQC on the
progress of the odiudicotion process until 2020.

' 85-2-350, MCA, requires Clork Fork River Tosk Force to report to the EQC onnuolly.

'85-2-436, MCA, requires the DFWP to submit o summory report to the EQC by
December I of odd-numbered yeors of oll oppropriolion rights chonged to on instreom flow
purpose in the previous 2 yeors.

DECISfON POfNT: The WPIC will work in coniunction with the EQC on lhe slatvtory reqvirements for
waler policy. Where possible, the WPIC exomine olher woter policy issues wilhin rhe WPIC avthority
|o study ony issue reloted lo woler, including issues idenfified by prior WPIC.

Allocotion of FTE: .l

lssues ldenfified by Prior WPIC
As port of its work in 2009-10, the WPIC identified severol ongoing issues thot should continue

to be studied. How these topics moy be prioritized will be decided by the current WPIC ond moy
be limited by time ond resources. These recommendotions included:

' Appliconts ond the DNRC should work together to identify specific issues fhot moy
unnecessorily impede the permit ond chonge process ond report those findings, olong with
suggestions to improve lhe process, to the 20.| 'l-12 WPIC.

' The Deportments of Revenue ond Noturol Resources ond Conservotion should moke
successful implementotion of the woter right ownership updote system o prioriiy ond ensure lhot
the WPIC is kept fully informed of progress, or lock thereof.

' In consultotion with the WPIC, the Woter Court should estoblish defined
performonce expectotions for the remoinder of the woter right odiudicotion process. Regulor
progress reports to the Legisloture should continue ofter 2020.

' To protect the investment the people of Montono mode in the odiudicotion of
woter rights, the WPIC should continue to be involved in plonning for the tronsition fo the post
odiudicotion ero.

'The WPIC should study the scope ond limitotions of odiudicotion ond how the
odiudicotion result relotes to the enforceoble occurocy of woter right cloims. The study should
exomine the role ond power of the DNRC to evoluote chonges in woter rights. The study should
onolyze how odiudicotion ond chonge outhorizotions work together ond suggest improvemenis to
those systems.

' The WPIC should evoluofe the current woter plon, determine whot porfs ore still relevont
ond whot sections need updoting, ond, if possible, suggest woys thot the wqter plon con be
updoted lo meel the fufure woter needs of Montono.
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DECfS|ON POINT: The WPIC will uddress some of these issues os part of ils work on exempt wells or
within the stotvtory exominofions , Permitting will be dr'scussed in port in the exemp I well slvdy. The
recornrnendofions relsfed to odivdicotion will be exomined in part through the odivdicotion updotes.

Allocation oi FTE: .l

Other lssues

During the inlerim, the WPIC moy identify other issues to explore. Depending on the issue ond the
omount of time the WPIC wonts to dedicote, fhe work plon moy need to be odiusted.

lssues of this noture exomined during the lost interim included o discussion on fhe Flood Mop
Modernizotion Progrom, debote on the Cleon Woter Restorotion Act, ond o ponel discussion on
cottonwood regenerotion olong the Missouri River.

Resource Allocqlion

There is opproximotely .80 FTE of stoff time qvoiloble to conduct the work identified by the
WPIC. The WPIC ollocoted .7 FTE, ollowing time for emerging issues or further study on issues
identified in the work plon.

Work Plsn Time Line
NOTE: This does nol include meetings outside Helenc for lhe exempt well sfudy.

Dote Tosks

June 21,
20r I --
Heleno

) Elect officers
D Review 201 I woter legislotion
) Overview of exempt well study
) Agency/progrom overviews - DEQ, DNRC, FWP, GWIP
D Updole on odiudicolion, woter right ownership tronsfers, DNRC, WC
L Updote on drought qnd woter storoge proiects
F Public input on study issues

F Discuss possible study issues

) Adopt rules
F Review budget, meeting dotes
)' Public comment
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Sept. '13,

201 r --
Heleno

D Nutrient Work Group - Stondords updote - (75-5-313, MCA)
L Exempt wells

D Permitting system overview ond exomples
D Prior Appropriotion Doctrine, moking colls
D Other stote lows ond legol chollenges
D Overview of posi options
D Meosurement/Woter necessory for beneficiol uses DNRC

) Adiudicotion updote - DNRC, WC
L Groundwoter studies - GWIP
D Clork Fork River Bosin Tqsk Force updote - (85-2-350, MCA)
) Woter-reloted reseorch by stote enfity (85-2-105, MCA)
D Woter Informotion System updoie (85-2-l05, MCA)
D ldentify qreos where more informotion is needed - WPIC
D Revisions to work plon, if necessory - WPIC
D Adopt work plon - WPIC
D Public comment

Jon. I 0,
2012 --
Heleno

D Woter ond subdivisions
F Subdivision process ond woter - DEQ, DNRC, locol government
D Locol government options - incentives, required public woter/sewer
) One well versus mony - costs
D Community woter system incentives - in lieu of fee progroms
D Septics - wellheod protection - DEQ
D Role of well driller

D Mitigotion bonks ond other options.
D Reserved Woter Right Compoct Commission updote
L Adiudicotion updofe - DNRC, WC
D Groundwoter studies - GWIP
D Overview of woter rights exempt from filing - Advisory Group
) Renewoble Resource Gront ond Loon Progrom updofe, (85-l-62.|, MCA)
D lnstreom leosing report, (85-2-436, MCA) - FWP
L ldentify oreos where more informotion is needed - WPIC
) Revisions to work plon, if necessory - WPIC
) Discussion of droft report, legislotion, if necessory - WPIC
D Discuss exempt well options - WPIC
D ldeniify oreos ond issues for exempt well meetings - WPIC
) Public comment



Morch 6,
2012 --
Heleno

D Discuss exempt well options - WPIC
D Slote Woter Plon updore, (85-l -203, MCA) - DNRC
D Adiudicotion updote - DNRC, WC
) Groundwoter studies - GWIP
D ldentify oreqs where more informotion is needed - WplC
D Revisions to work plon, if necessory - WPIC
D Discussion of droft report, legislotion, if necessory - WplC
) Public comment

Moy 1,

2012 --
Heleno

D Discuss exempt well options - WPIC
D Adiudicotion updote - DNRC, WC
) Groundwoter studies - GWIP
D ldentify oreos where more informotion is needed - WplC
) Revisions to work plon, if necessory - WPIC
) Discussion ond opprovol of droft report, legislotion for public comment period -
WPIC
) Public comment

July l6-
17,2O12
-- Heleno

D Adiudicotion updote - DNRC, WC
) Groundwoter studies - GWIP
) ldentify oreos where more informotion is needed - WPIC
D Revisions to work plon, if necessory - WPIC
) Discuss ond revise droft report, legislotion - WPIC
L Public comment

August
2012

) Public comment on droft report, proposed legislotion

Sept. 10-
| 1,2o12
-- Heleno

D Nutrient Work Group - Stondords updote - (75-5-313, MCA)
D Adiudicotion updote - DNRC, WC
) Groundwoter studies - GWIP
) Clork Fork River Bosin Tqsk Force updote - (85-2-350, MCA)
) Review public comment on droft report, legislofion
) Revise droft report, legislotion
) Approve proposed legislotion - WPIC
) Selection of bill sponsors - WPIC
D Approve WPIC report - WPIC
) Overview of proposed ogency legislotion - DNRC, DEQ, FWP
) Public comment




